Nurseries
of the Hastings

e The Plant Barn
e Lincoln Greenery
e Hastings Garden Centre
with Aquarium & Bird Centre
¢ \Villiam Street Garden Centre
e Greenbourne Nursery
e Bonny Hills Garden Centre
e Earthcare Nursery
e Port Gro & United Nurseries



Conserving our resource

id you know that Australia is the
Ddriest continent on earth, yet
Australians are the greatest per

capita consumers of water in the world?

Most of us take water for granted - how
many of you enjoy a long, hot shower;
have hosed down the driveway, kept the
water running while you brush your
teeth or just haven’t found the time to fix
that leaking tap?

The facts are startling. Each of us use
more than 400 litres of water every day -
almost one quarter of that is flushed
down the toilet.

Rivers and wetlands are among our
most precious resources. By changing
our attitude to the way in which we con-
sume water will ensure its future.

As we live with level three water
restrictions in the Hastings, we all must
take responsibility for the conservation
of our local water supply.

By doing some simple things in your
garden and around your home you will
greatly reduce the strain on our rivers
and the environment.

This guide, produced with the help of
Hastings Council, WaterWise and our
local nurseries, aims to give you informa-
tive, helpful advice and ideas on how you
can ‘go green’ and do your bit to save our
environment.

Choose drought resistant, native plants
that don’t demand much watering, and
use mulch to keep moisture in the
ground.

Watch daily weather forecasts and
check your soil so you only water plants
when they really need it.

When you need to water, devices like
trigger nozzles help reduce waste by
directing water where it’s needed most.

Low flow sprinklers and irrigation sys-
tems encourage deeper root growth,
which improves the drought tolerance of
your plants.

Watering in the morning or in the
evening reduces the amount of water
lost to evaporation and run off into gut-
ters and stormwater drains.

You can reduce the amount of water a
backyard pool loses to evaporation by up
to 30,000 litres a year, simply by using a
pool cover.

Collecting rainwater for use on your
garden will help you save water too.

All of these things and more will make
a difference. u

Great prizes
to be won!

This informative ready-reference
guide is an essential for every
Hastings household. In coming
weeks, the Port Macquarie News in
conjunction with Hastings Council
will be running a water efficiency
quiz, offering great giveaways for
readers.You will need to utilise this
guide to answer the questions and
place yourself in the running for a
prize. [ |
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m Water levels (above) are dropping fast at storvage dams in the Hastings and the dry conditions (below) are taking a toll on our farmers.

useful websites

www.sydneywater.com.au

Want to know more about how you can do
your part to help save water? Then this web-
site has it all from water efficiency tips and
hints for the house and garden to its own
interactive house and garden plant selector.

WWW.waterwise.nsw.gov.au

Has everything you need to know about
saving water around the home, in the garden
and on the farm with some stunning statis-
tics about how much water we can save by
implementing a few simple tips around the
home.

www.hastings.nsw.gov.au

Log on to the local council website for
updates on the latest water restrictions and
how you can be more economical with your
water use.

www.waterwatch.nsw.gov.au

Waterwatch is a national community
action program that monitors the state of
our waterways and encourages action to
protect and improve water quality. In NSW,
Waterwatch is co-ordinated by the
Department of Infrastructure, Planning and
Natural Resources (DIPNR).

WWW.Seav.vic.gov.au

A range of water saving information is
offered on this website,including water con-
servation and recycling information for the
home,business and garden.

www?2.livingthing.net.au

Detailed water saving ideas for the home
and garden and how to make the most of our
environment while protecting our most pre-
cious resources.




B Mulch, mulch, mulch

Winsard factor

There are many ways in which the green thumb
can continue their passion for gardening even dur-
ing the big dry when every drop of water counts.

Paula Hansard of Winsard Design offers some
tips an ideas:

New gardens

*Select plants carefully,see list from the council for
suggestions of waterwise plants suitable for this area.

* Group plants with similar watering needs
together to ensure healthy growth of your plants.

*When planting, add some organic matter such
as compost to improve the soil and help its water
retaining abilities.

*At the same time try adding some of the wetting
agents now widely available, such as ‘SaturAid’ or
‘Penetraide’. They help to make the most effective
use of any water available.

*Try and minimise the use of plants in pots as
these can be prone to dry out very quickly - how-
ever,succulents and cacti are possibly the ultimate
in waterwie gardening and many will live very hap-
pily in pots with the minimum of water.

Ongoing maintenance and existing gardens

*Water the base of plants, not the leaves. This
ensures that the maximum amount of water gets to
the roots where it is most needed.

*Wetting agents (as mentioned above) can also be
sprinkled on existing planted areas,lawns and pots.

* MULCH, MULCH, MULCH - it doesn’t matter
what it is - there are hundreds of different products
available - as long as there is a good thick layer of at
least 50-100mm.

* Before mulching, always make sure you water
the soil well around all the plants and then mulch
immediately to ‘seal in’ the water. (See the council
for watering times during water restrictions). ®

WINSARD DESIGN

INNOVATIVE GARDEN DESIGN & LANDSCAPING

Paula Hansard Ph: 0407 796445
Christopher Winen Ph:0412 705040
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the culprit

ustralia is the driest inhabit-

A:d continent. But we use an

stonishing 40 per cent of

our total household water consump-
tion on the garden.

How do we change this? It’s sim-
ple - don’t water the garden.

If you choose the right plants, you
shouldn’t have to water them after
the first settling-in period of about
six weeks or so.It is better to replace
plants that die from lack of water
with more hardy species than con-
tinuing to use more water than is
necessary on the garden.

Organic matter such as compost
and ‘blood and bone’ improves the
soil so that it holds more water at the
same time as adding nutrients for use
by plants.If water is held in the topsoil
it doesn’t leak to the groundwater.

Mulch reduces the water lost by

evaporation and helps stop weed
growth. Gardens with mulch don’t
need to be watered as much.

If you must install a watering sys-
tem, make sure it is carefully
designed to suit your garden’s needs.
In most cases, drippers rather than
spray nozzles are better as they get
the water to plant roots where it is
needed.

If you use a hose, make sure it has a
trigger nozzle so that you don’t
waste water on areas that don’t need
it.-While it is important to water some
plants, hosing the whole garden will
usually mean that only the surface of
the soil gets wet, encouraging shal-
low roots near the surface.

Water in the cooler part of the day.

Watering in the morning is best
because the plant will actively take
in water at this time. u

The Ha

the S&TlﬂiOﬂ

hen designing a garden, it
S x / is important to take in the
entire picture.All areas of

your garden will respond differently
to many conditions.

It is important to establish the mir-
coclimate of your property before
you plant.

A microclimate is the climate of a
small area - like one of the different
areas found within the boundary of
your property.

The microclimate of your garden
will have a big impact on the design
of your garden.

Things to consider:

* The southern side of a house
often has a microclimate that’s shady
and less exposed to hot,dry winds.

*The northern and western sides
of a house are generally hotter and
more exposed to the elements.

* Areas under thick trees are shad-
ed,and as a consequence moisture in
the soil is retained better throughout
the year.

The easiest way to plan the layout
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of your garden is to draw a rough pic-
ture of your property as it is,marking
out the buildings, garden beds, trees
and any other features.

Mark out any microclimate fea-
tures of the area, such as:

* orientation of your property to the
sun

* prevailing wind (hot and cold)
*influence of nearby buildings

* reflective surfaces (such as pools
and windows)

* topography (slopes, dips)

* spread and foliage type of any exist-
ing trees (such as dense or light
foliage,deciduous or evergreen trees).

Once you have all this on your
plan, you’'ll easily be able to make
decisions about what and where to
plant. For example, you might need
to plant a windbreak, or you may
need more shade near your outdoor
seating.

You may even rethink how to use
an open, sunny spot, as this type of
area is perfect for a vegetable garden
or lawn. [ ]
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garden tips

Try to keep the water level of your
pool halfway up the skimmer open-
ing. Overfilling the pool stops the
skimmer working as well and wastes
water.

A pool cover is a clever way to
reduce evaporation and the need to
regularly top up your pool’s water
level.Without a cover,more than half
the water in your pool can evaporate
over a year.

Keep all your kitchen scraps, lawn
clippings and garden waste - they’re
perfect for homemade compost,
which your soil will love.

If you need a watering system con-
sider installing a drip irrigation or
micro-irrigation system. They cut
wastage by making sure the water
goes only where you need it.

A good soaking every now and
then will help make your lawn more
drought resistant by encouraging
deeper roots.

When planting new garden beds,
group plants with similar watering
needs together.

Try not to cut lawns too short.
When mowing,cut only the top third
of the leaf area, leaving it three cen-
timetres or higher.Reduce water loss
even further by saving your lawn
clippings to use as mulch on your
lawn or garden.

Regularly check your outdoor taps,
pipes and plumbing fixtures for
leaks.Just one dripping tap can waste
5,000 litres a month.

did you know?

The average home in Australia uses
230 thousand litres (230KL) of water
per year. That’s 63 buckets of water
every day!

Flush toilets typically use around a
kilolitre - 1000 litres - of water a
week,some 50KL in a year!

Just 10 minutes of hosing uses
around 200 litres of water!

AAA-rated shower heads can save
the average household more than
25,000 litres (25kL) of water per
year.

A front-loading washing machine
can save a household 15,000 litres
(15KL) of water every year.A tap left
running can waste up to 17 litres of
water a minute.

About 16 per cent of all indoor
water is used in the laundry.

A AA-rated six kilogram washing
machine uses less than 156 litres of
water per cycle. A AAAA-rated six
kilogram washing machine uses less
than 72 litres of water per cycle.

Flow control valves or restrictors
can reduce the volume of water
through a tap to between three and
15 litres per minute.

A dripping tap can waste more
than 2,000 litres a month. That’s
24,000 litres a year - more than an
average household uses in a month.

WATER)
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garden tips

Use deep mulch and add compost
to your soil. These add nutrients and
help to retain moisture and reduce
evaporation.

It’s best to water the roots and soil
around plants rather than spraying
the leaves and flowers.

Watering your garden in the cool
of the early morning, or in the
evening reduces water loss through
evaporation.

Take some time to relax in your
garden and water by hand with a can
or trigger nozzle.It’s one of the best
ways to make sure your plants get
just the right amount of water.

Instead of hosing paths, patios and
driveways,use a broom or rake.You’ll
be able to save up to 18litres of water
a minute.

It’s easy to forget to turn off a sprin-
kler - over watering can waste 1,000
litres of water an hour! A tap timer
will remember to turn the water off
when you don’t.

If your car’s too dirty to clean just
using a bucket, a trigger nozzle is a
great, water efficient way to target
caked on dirt.

When deciding on a lawn type, go
for slow growing, water saving vari-
eties like Palmetto.They have deep
roots for drought tolerance and they
don’t need mowing as much as other
varieties.

Choosing local native varieties and
other water wise plants attracts
wildlife and means less maintenance
and watering.

did you know?

By washing your fruit and vegeta-
bles in a sink half filled with water
(about nine litres) instead of rinsing
them under the tap, you could save
around 15 litres of water every time.

Aerators fitted to taps are a cheap
way to reduce water flow by up to 50
per cent - without reducing effec-
tiveness.They also reduce splashing.

Installing a six litre per minute aer-
ator tap can save you at least half the
amount of water used by a standard

tap.

An automatic dishwasher can use
more than 40 litres of water per
cycle. Dishwashers with at least a
AAA-rating can use as little as 18
litres per load.

More than 10 per cent of all indoor
water is used in the kitchen.

Flow control valves or restrictors
can reduce the volume of water
through a tap to between three and
15 litres per minute.

A tap left running wastes more
than 10 litres of water a minute.

Water efficient taps use 50 per
cent less water than standard taps.

A simple change like installing a
water efficient showerhead could
save you around $50 to $100 in
water and energy costs every year.

e
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the Best water consmous 0

arry and Jacqueline Best of

BPort Macquarie can appreci-

ate the importance of a water
conscious garden.

So much so they have taken out the
award for the best native garden at
this year’s Port Macquarie Garden
Competition.

Their beautiful display of natives is
the perfect example of what can be
achieved with a bit of thought and
appreciation of the environment in
which we live.

The Bests have painstakingly select-
ed the plants for their garden and are
now enjoying the fruits of their hard
work. The native garden will bring
year-round pleasure with very little
upkeep and brings new life to your

home by attracting an abundance of
bird-life.

Jacqueline makes every effort to
ensure she re-uses as much house-
hold water as possible.

She preserves her sink water - rins-
ing only - as well as the rinse water
from the laundry and recycles it in
her garden.

She says when planting natives,
always follow the instructions and
you can’t go wrong.

She suggests placing a half a bucket
of water in the hole before planting
your native, fill in with soil and then
mulch heavily.

Once established, you will only
need to hand-water your natives
sparsely with a bucket of water. =

B Drought- proof a garden fowourzte the Bottlebrush

oing down the drain

lean waterways and
‘ beaches rely on unpol-
luted, clear rainwater
run-off. Rainwater gets dirty
because it picks up pollution
from our streets, gardens and
gutters as it travels down the
stormwater system.

Keeping stormwater clean is
important for healthy and safe
waterways and beaches.

Controlling pollution and lim-
iting run-off from your garden is
a great way to help improve
water quality in your local catch-
ment and protect our natural
resources.

Soils, leaves, grass clippings,
nutrients and other harmful
chemicals found in fertilisers and
pesticides all wash into local
waterways after heavy rainfalls
and excessive watering.

The good news is that we can
all make a difference by reducing
pollutants entering local water-
ways.You can help protect the
environment and reduce your
water bills.

Limiting run-off and pollution
from your garden is easily
achieved through water efficient
practices and simple design
changes.

Maintaining your garden in an
environmentally friendly way is
simple:

* Plant native vegetation,
which requires less water, drops
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fewer leaves,needs less mainte-
nance and provides a habitat for
native wildlife.

*Don’t overuse garden fertilis-
ers or pesticides.If possible, use
natural options such as insect-
repelling herbs and plants.

*Water the base of plants,not
the leaves or flowers - try using
a trigger nozzle on your hose.

*Water your garden in the cool
of the early morning or evening.
This minimises water lost
through evaporation - Remem-
ber:there is a permanent sprin-
kler ban between 10am and
4pm.

*Try to mimic nature, using
mulch in your garden and other
natural materials such as rocks
and vegetated strips to reduce
soil moisture loss, limit run-off
and provide natural filtration.

*Build barriers around your
garden beds to contain the soil
(and any fertilisers you are
using).

*Reduce run-off by directing
roof drain pipes to low angled
grassed areas or vegetated strips.

*If you need a watering sys-
tem, think about drip irrigation.
It saves a phenomenal amount of
water and directs the water
straight to plant roots.

*Remember the less water you
use, the more money you save!

‘We are all part of the environ-
ment - don’t let it go down the
drain! ]
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prepare
the
SOl

You have a new area in the gar-
den that needs to be planted but
you can’t wait for rain.

The key to the success of your
new garden is in the initial prepa-
ration of the site.

Add masses of organic matter -
cow, sheep or chicken manure or
5 in 1 plus compost, or sugar
cane, all helps to retain moisture
and provide nutrients. For clay
soils,add gypsum and dig over.

Fill your planting holes with
water and allow it to soak into the
surrounding soil.

Alternatively, soak some water
crystals in seaweed tonic for an
instant boost of nutrients. You
can also soak your plant in its pot
in a bucket of water with the
same solution added.

Add planting compost and
water storing granules to the hole
before inserting your plant or
sprinkle the soil with wetting
agent around the surface and
water in thoroughly using sea-
weed tonic.

Finally, ensure you mulch over
the surface using stones,Ti-Tree
mulch,wood chips or pebbles for
example, to help reduce evapora-
tion. u

gs Council
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the garden
guzzler

id you know that
Dlawns use the most
water in the garden?

They can easily drink up to 90
per cent of all garden water.
Overthe course ofayear,a typ-
ical household lawn could guz-
zle as much as 100,000 litres of
water.That’s enough water to fill
two backyard swimming pools.

The good news is there are a
couple of simple things you can
do to significantly reduce the
amount of water your lawn
areas need - saving you money
and time spent mowing in the
process.

Things to consider:

*If you're planning a new gar-
den or revamping your old one,
think about reducing your lawn
area by using paving or mulch,
or by planting water efficient
plants and  groundcover
instead.(Be careful to avoid a lot
of unshaded paving, though, as
it can create ‘hot spots’.)

* Appreciate lawns that aren’t
green all of the time.

*Use a good quality soil mix if
you are buying soil.

* Choose slow growing, water
efficient lawn varieties that are
best suited to your soil. They
have deep roots for drought tol-
erance and don’t need as much
mowing as other varieties.

* Try not to plant lawn on
slopes or in hard to reach places
that are difficult to water and
maintain.

weeds

id you know that
Dweeds and pests can
be a symptom of a
water wasting garden?
Watering only the root area
of your plants, using a hose
and trigger nozzle attachment
or a drip irrigation system dis-
courages most weeds by mak-
ing sure the only things that
get watered are your plants.
Watering only the root area
of your plants can also reduce
the risk of fungal and insect
infections.

Applying a good layer of
mulch is a fantastic way to dis-
courage most weeds from
growing.

Removing weeds when you
spot them stops them stealing
valuable water from your
plants.Besides looking untidy,
weeds can also create abreed-
ing ground for pests and dis-
ease. ]

*The less water you use, the
less fertiliser you need.
Fertilisers based on well decom-
posed animal manure or organ-
ic matter are best. Slow release
fertilisers are also good.

* Aerate the soil occasionally
with a garden fork - it will help
water soak in.

*Try not to cut your lawn too
short. Mow only the top third of
the leaf area, leaving it three
centimetres or higher.You can
reduce water loss even further
by saving your lawn clippings to
use as mulch on your lawn or
garden.They're also great to add
to your compost bin.

* If your soil is sandy, design
your driveways and paved areas
to slope slightly towards a lawn
or garden bed.This way, rainwa-
ter can easily drain into these
areas.

* Another tip for sandy soil is
to design your lawn area to be
curved so that it acts as a kind of
water retaining bowl.

* Remember to avoid damage
to sewer lines by planting trees
far away from any pipes.

How can I tell if my lawn
needs watering?

Only water your lawn if it’s
showing signs of stress, such as
losing colour (in summer) or
visibly wilting. Another good
way to tell if your lawn needs
watering is to step onit.

Ifit springs back up when you

move your foot, it doesn’t need
watering - if it stays flat, it needs
a good soak.

Alternatively, you can deter-
mine which area of lawn
receives most use and water
that area only.

The rest of the grass can be

allowed to go into dormancy in
the dry season. Lawn is hardy
and it will recover quickly when
it rains again.

To water thoroughly, wet the
soil slowly to a depth of about
15 centimetres, no more than
twice a week. u

Products to help you
den:

*Water storing granules -

in storage.

allow good soakings to be
very effective.
* Anti-transpirant sprays -

cent from plants.
* Mulches - off all descrip-
tions slow evaporation.

post aid moisture retention
* Drip irrigation systems -
very low water usage. It

of plants.

become water wise in the gar-

plant roots penetrate the gran-
ules and absorb the water held

*Wetting agents - take water
direct to roots - no run off and

reduce evaporation by 50 per

* Animal manures and com-

directs water to the root zone

You can run long lines with-

waterwise products

B Some products that will belp in the garden.

out water pressure loss and the systems are easy to

install.

You can water up to 70 per cent of your plants from
one tap in less than half an hour. u

home tips

Installing one of the latest AAA-
rated showerheads can give you a
great shower and save youaround 10
litres of water a minute. They also
save you energy costs, as you’'ll use
less hot water.

To rinse your razor, run a little
water into a plugged sink. Rinsing
your razor under a running tap
wastes lots of water.

There’s no need to leave the tap
running while you brush your teeth.
Simply wet your toothbrush before
you begin and use a glass of water to
rinse your mouth.

Try to use phosphate-free, eco-
friendly detergents and cleaning
products - there’s a great range to
choose from these days and they’re
much better for our environment.

Most washing machines have a
load adjustment button or dial, so try
to set this to match the amount of
washing you’re doing. If your
machine doesn’t have a load adjust-
ment function, try to wait until you
have enough washing for a full load.

B AAA-rated showerbeads save water

Checking for leaks in taps, pipes
and dishwasher hoses is an easy way
to reduce water wastage. Remember,
one leaking tap can waste more than
2,000 litres a month.

The most water efficient methods
for cooking vegetables are micro-
waving, steaming or using a pressure
cooker. You can also cut down on
water loss by using tight lids on pots
and simmering instead of boiling
rapidly.

Installing water efficient taps or
tap aerators is a great, inexpensive
way to cut your water usage without
you even noticing.

Put the plug in the sink when
washing your hands instead of hold-
ing them under running water.

Prevent taps from leaking by turn-
ing taps off lightly and replace wash-
ers as soon as they begin to leak.

Automatic dishwashers can use up
to 40 litres of water per load.By using
a dishwasher with at least a AAA rat-
ing, you can get this figure down to
18litres perload and still get the kind
of sparkling clean dishes you’re used
to.
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blooming gardens, no matter what

Your green thumb need not turn
brown because of current water restric-
tions.

With a little careful planning and cre-
ativity, you can happily garden through-
out the toughest of conditions and still

enjoy a wonderfully colourful and fra-
grant display.

Think about the environment in
which we all live.

Australia is one of the driest continents
and water conservation has become a

responsibility for every one of us.There
are many plants suited to our harsh cli-
mate -and you will never go wrong with
the native garden.

Natives not only will fill your garden
with colour, texture and a beautiful fra-

grance, they attract an abundance of
bird-life. Here is a collection of drought-
tolerant plants,including our top natives
(on page 8), to help you transform your
garden into one that can be appreciated
year round. u

Bougainvillea

‘Bambino’

Dwarf variety offers fabu-
lous colour. Grow in a pot,
up a tree or over a wallin an
open sunny position.A vig-
orous plant which can with-
stand periods of drought.

Phormium

New Zealand Flax

A structural accent plant,
highly valued for landscaping
around entryways, pools,
rock gardens.Tolerates extre-
mes of heat and cold and
demand little maintenance.

Rhaphiolepis

Indian Hawthorn

Hardy seaside plant which
enjoys well drained soil. Red
new foliage and a range of
blooms from a delicate pink
to red and white.

Pelargonium

Geranium

Grow in pots, baskets or
spill across garden beds.Will
grow from cuttings and pro-
duces a wide variety of
colour and fragrance.

Calliandra

Pom Pom Bush

Showy shrub and ground
cover. Lush, pinnate foliage,
red and pink powder puff
like flower clusters. Grow in
full sun and are relatively
drought tolerant.

Cycas revoluta

Sago palm

A structural plant with stiff
palm-like pinnate leaves.The
most widely planted cycad
in the world. Slow growing
and drought tolerant.

Osteospermum

African daisy

Drought resistant colour.
Shrubby evergreen perennial
producing a carpet of colour
for weeks in winter and
spring in almost any position.

Strelitzea

Bird of Paradise

Amazingly drought-resist-
ant with fantastic bird-like
flowers in vibrant orange.
Spectacular
plants.

decoration

Bauhinia galpinii
Long and profuse floral dis-
play with simple, elegant
flowers ranging in colour
from white to yellow, through
to a range of pinks and deep
purple. A hardy shrub that
likes to be enriched with
organic matter.

UNITED NURSERIES

@/

PORT GRO

UNITED NURSERIES
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Russelia

Fountain Flower

Showy, summer flower.
Fast growing producing
fountain like flower heads,
stimulated by a light prun-
ing in winter.

Abelia grandiflora

Glossy Abelia

Fragrant bell-flowers clus-
ter in summer at the tips of
arching canes. Fast growing
shrub with glossy foliage,
preferring full sun.

Gazania

Tough ground cover
favouring full sun and warm
climates. Coastal survivor
with a striking array of
colour.

Camellia

Huge variety of small to
tall shrubs. Sasanquas toler-
ate more sun that Japonicas
and provide a beautiful
show of colour when flow-
ering. Prune well to enjoy a
more dense flush of flowers.

Agapanthus

Old faithful for those hard
to grow spots. Striking star-
bursts of blue or white,
extremely tough, love full
sun and will grow in any
soil.

Lavandula

French,Italian, Spanish

lavender

A classic dry survivor with
aromatic grey-green leaves
with purple blooms. Will
grow in light,gravelly soil on
the dryish side. Dead-head
regularly.

Francois & Anina Kok

All nursery & landscape supplies
Shrubs - Trees - Pots

PN1353878

PN1353880

{RDEN

Colour
o [fe

76-78 HASTINGS RIVER DRIVE
PORT MACQUARIE

6583 6473

Gift Shop & Tea Garden

6581 1819

18 Acacia Avenue, Port Macquarie

Susan Russell Jenny Heslop
Seedling Specialists & Garden Centre

6583 1197

113 William Street Port Macquarie 2444
email: williamstreet.gardencentre@bigpond.com
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Succulents

Will grow anywhere and
require little care They store
water in their leaves, stems
and roots and can cope with
considerable levels of neg-
lect. Versatile providing
tremendous varieties of
shape,form and texture.Use
in garden beds, on steep
slopes,around the pool,as a

Nerium oleander

Thrives in the toughest of
conditions. Astonishingly
resistant and the perfect
choice for seaside gardens.
Have a profusion of blooms.
(All parts of oleanders are
poisonous and are best not
planted where stock might

Dipledenia

Brazilian jasmine

All year round colour. Can
be grown in pots,greenhous-
es or on walls. Like good
drainage and can tolerate
most conditions. Rampant
vine with pink to red flow-
ers.Prune hard in winter.

Yucca

Large rosettes of sword-
like leaves often atop palm-
like trunks. Tall spikes of
white flowers. Grow in full

sun, drought tolerant,
prefering well-drained soils.
All species bloom in spring,
summer or early autumn.

Trachelospermum

Star Jasmine

Evergreen twiner used as
a vine, groundcover or low
shrub. Shade roots from
direct sun. Masses of lacy
white flowers, profuse in
spring and summer.

border or ground cover.

A classic succulent

Feature thick, strap-like
leaves with spines on the
margins with few producing
stems to as much as six feet
high. Will tolerate drought
conditions and can be grown
in full sun. Lovely as a feature
plant or mass planted.

be tempted to feed on them).

(Photos from
TheTropical
Look by
Robert Lee
Riffle,
Succulents for
the Garden by
Attila
Kapitany and
Rudolf Schulz,
The
Bougainvillea
Growers
Handbook by
JanIredell and
Palmer’s
Manual of
Trees,Shrubs
and Climbers
by Stanley J
Palmer)

Lampranthus

Pig Face

Succulent ground cover,
winter and spring flowering
creating a blanket of colour.
Drought resistant, usually
thrive on rainfall alone,how-
ever during extended dry
spells, a single soaking will
revive them for weeks.

survive water restrictions

en planting your gar-
den, divide beds into
sections.When planting,

place plants that require the same

water needs together.

Each sectionis equivalent to halfan
hour of watering. For watering to be
effective there needs to be good soak-
ing of the top 20mm to 30mm of soil.

This soaking can be aided by the

use of soil wetting agents.

Mulching reduces the evapora-
tion loss and the deep soaking will
sustain the plant for up to three

weeks.

We all over-water our gardens.

To become waterwise, look at
your garden mid to late afternoon
on a hot day and observe your

plants for the first stage of wilting.
This is when the leaves start to
droop and curl in on themselves
and look dull.

Give these plants a good soaking -
use seaweed tonic and soil wetting
granules to help revive the soil and
plant.

Do not water the plant again until
you observe it wilting again.

This will show you just how long
the plant can survive before it needs
watering again - you will be sur-
prised!

Some plants don’t wilt and these
are harder to observe.These plants
include conifers, succulents and
grevilleas. If established, water
every two to three weeks. ]

*Water infrequently and to the full
depth of the root zone.

You can work on a minimum depth
of 30cm.

Frequent and shallow watering usual-
ly produces plants with shallow root
systems and poor drought tolerance.

*With established plants that do not
need to grow rapidly - ornamental
shrubs and trees,and lawn - try gradu-
ally increasing the length of time
between watering.

The more a soil is allowed to dry out,
the lower the loss of water will be by
evapotranspiration.

You may find that you can apply
much less water than you have been
using, while still keeping your garden’s
appearance the way you like it.

* Plants that you want to grow rapidly
and produce prolifically -
vegetables,plants being established,
fruit trees,annuals - will use water effi-
ciently if they have an ample supply of
nutrients.

* On the other hand, heavy fertilisa-
tion of established ornamental plants is
unnecessary and unwise because the
extra growth produced will increase
their use of water.

h 23

B Pebbles do a great job at stopping weeds and keeping the soil from drying out.

water saving hints
for your garden

Choose trees and shrubs that:

B are native to the area or come from
a similar climate

® are known to develop deep exten-
sive root systems

B store water in enlarged roots and
stems

B have grey or hairy leaves, indicating
the presence of an effective mulch
on them

B have thick leathery leaves with waxy
surfaces

B have small, vertically oriented leaves

B protect themselves by shedding old
leaves rather than allowing new
shoots to die.

B Group plants of similar water
requirements

®  Plant windbreaks around to reduce

evapotranspiration

Mulch, mulch, mulch

Weeds use water too - remove them

Divert roof water on to the garden

Reserve precious water for young

plants

It is best to water early in the

morning

B Water before a hot spell decreases
stress on plants

e oy STl

Hayden & Alison Robinson

6585 2117
GREENBOURNE NURSERY

(OPPOSITE TIMBERTOWN)
WAUCHOPE NSW 2446

GREENERW)

PAM & LES ALBUTT
Dip. Hort. Burnley

HUGE RANGE OF PLANTS &
WATERING SYSTEMS

COFFEE SHOP

6581 0602

4 Lincoln Road, Port Macquarie

PN1353870

PN1353879

PN1353967

Earthcare Nursery

Trevor Smith & Anton Fertl

6585 3996

TIMBERTOWN, WAUCHOPE

BONNY HILLS GARDEN CENTRE

PN1353873

Keith Hogan & Anthony Cummins
Your Garden & Landscape Boys!

Ph: 6585 5764

ALL NURSERY & LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Ocean Drive Bonny Hills - Fax: 6585 4744
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G O natIVe our top 10

1.Hymenosporum flavum
Native frangipani

Small tree with glossy dark
green leaves and orange-yel-
low, honey scented flowers
in bloom from October.

2.Acacia baileyana
Cootamundra Wattle

Decorative tree bursting
into masses of golden blos-
som. Fast growing and
drought tolerant, preferring
full sun.

3.Grevillea

Bloom in rainbows of
colours from pink to yellow,
orange and crimson, prefer-
ring full sun and well
drained soil.

4.Angophora
Alhispida
DwarfApple Gum

Popular in dry areas with
elegant orange or pinkish
bark which peels unevenly
from the trunk. Cream sum-
mer flowers. Grows about 4
metres and makes for an
excellent shade tree.

5.Callistemon
Bottlebrush

Evergreen shrub and small
trees with weeping brush-
like flowers in red, pink,
green or white. Tolerate
most conditions.

6.Banksia
Honeysuckle, Bottlebrush,
Banksia

Shrub,low growing with
woolly flower spikes in
pink,yellow and scarlet,rich
in nectar and a favourite for
birds.

7.Ceratopetalum
Christmas Bush

Small, slender tree pow-
dered with tiny white flow-
ers which darken to a
brilliant cherry  red.
Beautiful cut flowers in
summer.

8.Elaeocarpus
Blueberry Ash, Hinau, Silver
Quandong

Slender and graceful with
laurel-like leaves. Fragrant
flowers in sprays like lily-of-
the-valley, blue berries in
winter.

9.Pandorea
BowerVine or Wonga
‘WongaVine

Showy flowering twining
plants.The Bower Vine fea-
tures blush pink trumpet
flowers while the Wonga
Wonga Vine features dark
glossy leaves with tubular
creamish flowers streaked
with purple.

10.Stylidium
Trigger plant

Make for an eye-catching
display in an open sun-
drench rock garden. Love
warm to hot climates.

id you know that fer-
Dtiliser use is related
to water use?

Using less water means you
won’t need as much fertiliser.
And using less fertiliser
means there’s less chance of it
leaching into our waterways
and causing blue-green algae
problems.

Applying fertiliser:

The best time to apply fer-
tiliser is just before the start of

fertilising the
garden

the growing season. Make
sure that you water the
ground before spreading it
around. You’ll also need to
water the ground again after-
wards.

It’s important to remember

that Australian native plants
are adapted to soils low in
phosphorus. Applying too
much high-phosphate fertilis-
er around them can damage
or even kill them. u

environment.

soil type and sunlight.

Water efficient gardens gen-
erally need less fertiliser and
fewer pest controls than tradi-
tional landscapes,and take into
account the available water,

The upshotis that you end up
with a beautiful, healthy garden
that you can spend more time
enjoying than maintaining.

the checklist

here are lots of great
opportunities to save
water and ongoing

costs in our gardens when we
choose plants to suit our local

Things to consider:
B Group plants with similar
watering needs together.

® Choose local native plants.
Besides needing less water and
care, they’ll attract lots of local
wildlife.

® Don’t forget to plant trees
and shrubs - they create natural
shade and windbreaks that
reduce evaporation.They also
make your garden a haven on
hot or windy days.

B Check your site and soil
before going plant shopping.

® Explore the benefits of
companion planting.

How can I tell if my garden
needs watering?

It depends on many factors,
such as soil type and climate.

However,the simplest way to
tell if your garden needs water-
ing is to check the soil.

Put your finger into the soil
beyond the top two centime-
tres to see if it’s already damp.

It’s also a good idea to attach
a trigger nozzle to your hose so
that you can target certain
plants that may need more
water than others. ]
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garden mulch

‘What is mulch?

Mulch is usually made up of
coarse particles of organic materi-
al like leaves, woodchips, hay or
compost. It’s added straight onto
the soil surface in a layer about
seven centimetres thick. Almost
any material can be used as long as
it forms a protective blanket that
traps water and prevents evapora-
tion.

Compost and manure

This is one of the best materials
you can use, not only as a mulch
but as a soil improvement as well.
These decay quickly and are full of
nutrients. Manures are best mixed
with other mulches, especially if
the manure is fresh.

Lucerne hay and pea straw

These decay quickly and suit
most plants,and also provide nutri-
ents like nitrogen to the soil. Be
careful with other types of hay or
straw, as they can contain lots of
weed seeds.

‘What is mulch good for?

Mulch is a terrific water and gar-
den saver. It prevents evaporation
by shielding the soil from the sun
and reduces (water) run-off during
rain or watering.

Mulch will stop most weeds
from growing and you’ll find it eas-
ier to remove those that do. It will
also cut down on the time you
spend watering.

Most importantly, mulch will
improve sandy and clay soils by
adding organic matter and encour-

B Garden mix
aging earthworms. Mulch can also be great in some areas of
the garden as an alternative to a high water using lawn.

You can use organic or inorganic mulch. Organic (once-liv-
ing) mulches include leaves, manure, grass clippings, straw,
seaweed and even mushroom compost while inorganic
mulches are materials like gravel and pebble.

Traditionally, black plastic was used in garden beds.This is
unsuitable as it prevents oxygen reaching plant roots.

Recommended mulching materials:

Grass and leaves

Grass clippings can be used for
mulch, but it’s best if they’re dried
first or mixed with coarse material
like twigs to avoid them forming a
waterproof layer when they are
tightly packed together. Lawn clip-
pings are even better utilised if
they are left on the lawn as mulch

if you are not concerned about the
appearance of lawn clippings on
your lawn. Fallen leaves (avoid
camphor laurel) and autumn
foliage are also useful. If you have
problems with leaves decompos-
ing too slowly, run them over with
a lawnmower and mix with cut
grass or twigs.

Sugar cane slashings,seaweed

Also high in nutrients and great-
ly improve the nitrogen value of
the soil.

Bagged mulches

These decay slowly, suit most
plants and provide good nutrient
levels. They're often from a recy-
cled, organic origin and have
added nutrients/fertilisers.

Newspaper

Recycling newspaper not only
reduces waste, it suits most plants
as mulch. Newspaper is better
shredded or composted before

W Forest fines

-

being used on the garden. If you add layers of newspaper
too thickly it will stop water penetration. It is also best to
place heavier mulch, such as woodchips, on top to stop
them from being blown away.

Woodchips and bushchip

These decay slowly, provide few
nutrients and can deplete garden
soils of nitrogen (you’ll need to add
some nitrogen-rich fertiliser or plant
some legumes like lucerne). They
come from shredded tree prunings.

Pebbles

Are in-vogue, do not break down
and double as a decorative feature
for your garden.They can also be
used to add or complement colour.

garden compost

ompost is the result of

‘ organic matter such as

leaves, vegetable

scraps, paper, prunings and

grass clippings decomposing in
aheap or bin.

By adding composting worms
(not earthworms), blood and
bone or manure, you can speed
up the composting process and
boost the nutrient levels. Find
out how to make your own
compost.

Compost is fantastic for
improving the quality and mois-
ture holding ability of your soil.

d
™ )

It provides essential nutrients
for your plants and lets them
thrive on very little water.

It’s also a great way to recycle
kitchen scraps and garden
waste - think of it as fertiliser.

Compost is best dug into your
soil at planting time. Find out
how to improve your soil with
compost.

How to make compost

What you’ll need:

*a compost bin (build your
own or purchase one from a
major hardware outlet - some
councils provide them for free)

* blood and bone or poultry
manure (activator)

* water
* straw
* vegetable scraps

* shredded prunings, grass
clippings and leaves.

Directions

Fill your bin with a 15 cen-
timetre layer of material to be
composted.

Add a sprinkling of activator
(blood and bone or poultry

Pinebark, pinechip and pineflake

These also decay very slowly,are
low in nutrients but are useful
around conifers. When using
pinebark it is best to leave it to age
for several months or by partly
decomposing it in compost.This is
because pinebark contains toxins
which inhibit the growth of plants
for a short period after the bark is
first applied. They’re not recom-
mended for use near native plants,
though, and can also cause loss of
nitrogen (add a little organic fer-
tiliser). They can make a good sub-
stitute for concrete or paved areas.

manure), then a layer of another
material to be composted, then
more activator. Keep doing this
until you reach the top.

Make sure you water as you
g0, keeping the material moist
(but not soggy).

To finish, cover the whole
thing with a layer of straw
(you’ll need around one cubic
metre of straw).

If you decide to make your
compost in a heap (instead of a
bin), turning it with a garden
fork about once a fortnight will
help it to rot quicker. u
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building tips

If you're thinking of renovating
your home, or building a new one,
make sure you explore all the fantas-
tic water and energy saving solutions.

From July 1, Hastings Council
implemented new water efficiency
requirements for new or renovated
houses, placing it at the forefront of
local government in regional NSW
for its commitment to water saving.

The new provisions of DCP 48
include requirements for all new res-
idential buildings and major addi-
tions/alterations to install water
tanks and water efficient fittings and
appliances.

All development applications sub-
mitted to council must include
details of water wise measures to be
incorporated into the development.

Here are just a few hints to help
you make your new or renovated
home water efficient:

* Install a water efficient shower-
head with at least a AAA-rating in
your bathroom.You'll still get a great
shower but use much less water and
energy.

* Install dual flush toilets. They use
half as much water as conventional
models.

* Install water efficient low flow
taps or tap aerators. They're more
efficient than ordinary taps and
reduce splashing.

* Choose a water efficient washing
machine,and if you are buying a dish-
washer,go for a water efficient model.

* Install your hot water system as
close as you can to the bathroom and
kitchen.This means you don’t have
to run the taps too long before hot
water comes out.

*Insulate your hot water pipes and
bath to keep your water hotter for
longer.

*Think about installing a rainwater
tank. It'll provide free water for the
garden or for flushing the toilet.

*Don’t forget to think about ways
to save water when you design your
garden. Several new-generation
plants are in vogue for garden
designs.They are tougher, bear big-
ger flowers for longer periods and
some have been bred for their strik-
ing foliage patterns and colours.

did you know?

A standard single flush toilet can
use up to 11 litres of water.A water
efficient dual flush toilet uses as little
as three litres.

A leaking toilet can waste more
than 16,000 litres of water a year.

Water efficient taps with an aera-
tor or flow restrictor use 50 per cent
less water than standard taps.

A water efficient dual flush toilet
uses more than 60 per cent less water
than a standard single flush toilet.

The bathroom uses around 49 per
cent of all water used inside the home.

By installing a nine litre aerator on a
tap you can save about half the
amount of water you would use with a
standard tap.By installing flow control
valves or restrictors you can reduce
the volume of water through a tap to
between three and 15 litres a minute.




be water wise

any residents throughout

Mthe Hastings should con-

sider installing a rainwater

tank. Rainwater tanks store rainwa-

ter run-off from your roof, and offer

an alternative water supply for use in
your home and/or garden.

If you’re looking to save money
and the environment, rainwater
tanks should be considered after
purchasing low cost water efficient
devices such as dual-flush toilets;
showerheads with at least a AAA
rating; taps; tap aerators; trigger
nozzles and tap timers.

Rainwater tanks can save money
when used appropriately. They are
best used to provide water for flush-
ing toilets, in washing machines,
watering gardens and washing cars.
They can also help to manage the
amount of stormwater run-off dur-
ing peak flows that could otherwise
cause flooding or overflows in the
stormwater system.

Used correctly, rainwater tanks are
an effective way to take the pressure
off our limited water resources, and
at the same time, help manage
stormwater run-off. By storing rain-

water run-off from your roof, rainwa-
ter tanks can provide a valuable
water source for flushing toilets, in
washing machines, watering gar-
dens and washing cars.

Using rainwater appropriately
can save you money on water bills
and help the environment by:

* conserving our valuable drink-
ing water and reducing the demand
on our water supply (conserving
water also reduces the chemical
and energy requirements for treat-
ing and transporting water to your
home via the mains supply)

* reducing the amount of storm-
water leaving your property by
minimising flooding (using your
rainwater for day-to-day purposes
like toilet flushing helps create space
in your tank for more water the next
time it rains).

While the NSW Department of
Health doesn’t advise using rainwa-
ter for drinking when there’s an
alternative mains water supply avail-
able, we could save millions of litres
ayear by using rainwater for toilets,
in washing machines, and garden
and outdoor use.

The key things to remember if
you are using your tank for water
conservation and stormwater
management is that:

* Tank capacity - the larger
the tank, the more rainwater
can be captured for use during
dry periods.A minimum tank
size of 5,000 litres is desirable.

“Water use - its best to use the
water in the tank on a regular

innovative living

(daily) basis so there is always
storage capacity available in
the tank when it rains. By using
the tank this way you will max-
imise the amount of water and
money you save and reduce the
amount of run-off from your
roof to the stormwater system.

Rainwater from your tank is
fine for use with garden irriga-
tion systems. However, if you

plan to connect your rainwater
tank to an irrigation system, you
should ensure that you have a fil-
ter on your tank.Algae or debris
can sometimes be present in
rainwater tanks, and a filter will
stop blockages occurring in
your irrigation sprays.

Rainwater tanks store rain-
water run-off from catchment
areas like your roof.

- restrictions

o you have limited space in
Dyour back yard? Installing a

water tank is no longer a prob-

Contact Mathew Webster
Phone: 6586 1977.

INNOVATIVE LIVING

available in the Hastings.

rated into a wall.

usage requirements.

lem with a new range of flat tanks now

The ‘Freewater’ Modular Water Tank
supplied locally by Matt Webster of
Innovative Living will fit along the side
of almost any home or can be incorpo-

Because it’s modular, you can add as
many as you like to suit your space or

Freewater Modular Tanks are
Australian designed and manufactured.
The modules are just 19cms wide.

The units have a 15-year guarantee
under normal conditions and are con-
sidered to be extremely resilient.

The units are made of moulded poly-
ethylene, which is also UV resistant. ®

water devices

Water Management International,
based in Port Macquarie has several
water saving devices for your home
that will not only protect one of our
most valuable and precious resources,
but will also save you money.

Flow Control Device - about $14
each including installation.

These devices provide intra-faucet
flow control.There are sizes to suit
your tap outlet and the control your
preferred level of water output.

It also provides pressure balancing
to prevent those awful ‘thermal
shocks’ that occur when someone
turns the tap on while you’re in the
shower!

Diverter hose - from $40

For your washing machine so you
can re-use your grey water.

Dual flush converters - about $60
including installation

Converts your single flush toilet
system into a dual flush.

WATER MANAGEMENT INTERNATIONAL

AAA FLOW CONTROL
Phone 6581 5595.
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little thought when using water in

Azour garden can save you money

nd effort. During the heat of the

day,as much as half of the water used will be

poured onto gardens and sadly, most of that

will be waste running away to drains and
through evaporation.

To assist residents in this fight against
waste, Hastings Council has introduced
Level 3 water restrictions.This means sprin-
klers and fixed hoses are banned.

Micro-sprays (3) for 15 minutes and one
hand held hose for one hour only are permitted
every second day between 6.30am and 7am
and 5pm to 5.30pm (6pm to 6.30pm DST) on
odd and even days matching house numbers.

By using efficient drip or trickle systems
on plants and gardens you will ensure a
reduction in waste and also improve the
quality of plant growth.When watering lawn
keep in mind that excessive watering
encourages shallow root growth and can
resultin alawn less resistant to dry spells.Put
simply most lawns are watered too often and
too much.

Hastings Council encourages the use of
native plants where possible. Once estab-
lished, natives require less work and less
water than exotic plant varieties. Local nurs-
eries will be able to assist in selecting the
rights plants for your needs and environ-
ment.

With a little bit of Aussie ingenuity coupled
with a philosophy of doing ‘more with less’
you can easily live with Level 3 water restric-
tions with minimal impact to your daily life.

u These f you have spot-
devices not Ited a leaking or
only save burst water
plenty of main?

water but Then you should
they also save contact Hastings
you money, Council immediately.
says Bill The after hours
Humnter of emergency number
WaterWise for water supply staff
NSW. is 6583 2225.

WATER
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the dos & don'ts

uring periods of water

Drestrictions, Hastings Coun-

cil will permit the use of

“grey water” from washing machines

only, in accordance with the follow-
ing guidelines:

‘Washing machine grey water only
is permitted (excluding grey water
from nappies or other garments
soiled with faecal or similar matter).

Grey water from the rinse cycle has
optimal water quality. Other types of
grey water are more likely to contain
elements that may be detrimental to
human health.

However it is always important to
consider the original use of the water
and potential health risks associated

Manual irrigation by bucket - no
piped systems or leaving water stored
in tanks where bacteria can breed.
Irrigation with grey water must not
cause ponding, run-off or over-flow
into stormwater system.

Minimise contact with skin and
hygenically wash hands after use.

Do not apply grey water on food
crops that are eaten raw or uncooked.

Hastings Council does not recom-
mend washing your car with grey
water. Chemicals used in many clean-
ing products, such as laundry deter-
gent,can damage paintwork.

People wanting to wash their cars
should consider using a commercial
car-washing facility which recycles

with its use.

water.

liquid gold, says Lyn

re you frustrated and fed up

Awith the greenest part and

wettest part of your garden

or paddock being the smelly, leaking
trench at the septic tank?

This is truly ‘wasted water’, says Lyn
Richardson of Rosewood Environ-
mental Services Pty Ltd.

“You can turn this waste water into
liquid gold,” Lyn added. Now is a great
time to consider installing a waste-
water recycling system at your home.

All the wastewaters from the house
can be recycled via a range of differ-
ent treatment options and used to
water the lawn and/or garden.

By using an approved system and
recycling wastewater effectively, you
won’t need to worry about plants
dying from a lack of water because
your tank is running low, or because
of your responsibility to abide by
council’s water restrictions.

Sewered premises are bound by
strict government regulations on the
use of greywater. More information is
available from Hastings Council.

Greywater is domestic waste from
baths, showers, basins, laundries and
kitchens, excluding toilet wastes.

Unless laundry tubs or basins are
used to rinse soiled clothing or nap-
pies, greywater does not normally
contain human waste.

Hastings Council does not permit
the discharge of untreated waste-
water in any form. All domestic waste-
water must be treated by an
approved, effective treatment device
prior to disposal.

While the council supports the
reuse of wastewaters, the quality of
the water must meet health and envi-
ronmental standards.

The council requires a qualified,
approved wastewater management
designer to carry out a site and soil
assessment to create a system that
meets Australian Standards for the
installation or replacement of an on-
site effluent treatment system.

The efficiency of any system will be
increased by the use of AAA rated
water efficiency fixtures.

Although recycling wastewater
treatment systems aren’t cheap, they
will increase the value of your prop-
erty.

“The quality of the wastewater that
is applied to the garden and lawn
must be considered,” Lyn explained.

“This can easily be addressed by
being aware of which household
detergents and cleaning agents you
use.”

One of the most important chemi-
cals to avoid is sodium, a salt that can
accumulate in the soil and kill salt
intolerant plants.

This is found in all washing deter-
gents and is in its highest form in
powdered detergents.

“The powder washing detergents
use sodium as ‘filler’ so there is more
in the packet,” Lyn said.

“This additive does not make your
clothes any cleaner.”

A study of laundry products by
Lanfax Laboratories showing sodium
and phosphate levels found that lig-
uid detergents and washing products
do not contain fillers to the extent of
powdered products.

Phosphorous is one of the biggest
contributors to blue-green algal out-
breaks in our waterways.

The top 10 products containing the
least amount of sodium and/or phos-
phorus were the liquid detergents -
Savings, So Gentle, Home Brand,
Australian Earth,Australian Earth con-
centrate, Greencare, Earth Choice,
BioZet conc, Mountain Econ and
Bushland.

The 10 containing the highest lev-
els of sodium and/or phosphorus in
the study were the powdered deter-
gents - Castle Excel, Hurricane
Biodegradable, Extra Blue conc,
Home Brand, Savings conc, Bushland,
Cold Power, Omo Matic Low Suds,
Cold Power Matic, Biozet Wonderful,
Gow’s Bioclean.

Rosewood Environmental Services
can provide you with a range of dif-
ferent system designs from aerated
systems, sand fillers, sand mounds,
reedbeds and trenches. u

ROSEWOOD ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Phone 6585 3143 or email rosewoodenviro@optusnet.com.au
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wimming pool main-

Stenance can be a little

difficult. Even so, there

is a little bit of light at the end
of the waterless tunnel!

Topping up of pools to full
operational level via the retic-
ulated domestic water sup-
ply is prohibited under Level
3 water restrictions. How-
ever, maintenance level not
above 300 millimetres below
the skimmer box is permit-
ted to maintain the structural
integrity of the pool.

So is there an answer to
maintaining a usable water
level in your pool?

The answer in most cases is
yes - and without relying on

the precious reserves of the
town water supply.

Most of the population of
the Hastings area lives on the
coastal fringe. During sum-
mer, even during drought
periods,we will still get some
rainfall. Why not harvest
some of that rainwater to fill
your pool by diverting one or
more of the down pipes from
your roof to allow water to
flow into your pool.

Does this really work? Les
Fillipeck of Express Plumb-
ing says ‘yes it does’. He has
had just such an arrangement
in place for around three
years - albeit a temporary
arrangement that he can

m Les and Simon Fillipeck bave a simple way of filling the pool

topping up the pool

remove as it is a little unsight-
ly.

Les says that the only time
in the past three years he has
had to top-up his pool was
when he forgot to hook up
the down-pipe diversion.
Even the dew from your roof
will be of some benefit to
water levels in your pool.

So if you're the DIY kind of
person you should be able to
come up with an appropriate
arrangement to help keep
your pool in usable shape
during Level 3 water restric-
tions.

If you're not the ‘hands-on’
type, contact a plumber who
should be able to help. ]

Recycle

magine the savings you

Icould make if you could

recycle all of your house-
hold wastewater?

Well, in non-sewered areas
this can be achieved with a
wastewater treatment system.

MidCoast Garden Master has
a complete range of systems to
suit your home.

The effluent disposal and
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water and save

MIDCOAST GARDEN MASTER

Contact Leigh Halloran on 6557 7777 or 0417 389977.

treatment systems collect all
wastewater from your home
and auto-irrigate your garden
and lawn.

The system treats effluent

from the laundry, kitchen and

Council

bathroom, treats it in waste-

water tank and then directs the

finished product on to your gar-
den.

It is a compact, one tank sys-
tem that suits any home.

WATERVY

HASTINGS




Help drought proof
your garden with :
i

Searles’

Searles Penetraide® Re-Wetting Granules
Searles Penetraide® Re-Wetting Granules is
essential in helping conserve water in your garden.
Simply sprinkle on the garden and lawn and it will last
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Searles® Terracotta & Tub Mix

Searles Terracotta & Tub Mix is a premium
2V s outdoor potting mix ideally suited for large
o wsrsun o pots. To minimise water wastage and

v/ FOR POT PLANTS, HANGING BASKETS.

o V s maximise plant growth during dry times, ] L E
AT N Ao vouey you should repot your pots now. Searles PREMIUM OUTDOOR POTTING M
+ HELPS PREVENT DRYOUT ‘/mmsm ¥ Contains Searte= Flonrish® & Robust®
%, S rentusen Terracotta & Tub Mix will fertilise for up to b e W Gy l
_'- 1.25kg 4 months and contains peat moss, Searles 4 & )

Penetraide® and water crystals.

Searles® Water Crystals
Searles Water Crystals is a valuable product in conserving
water. Searles Water Crystals can hold up to 400 times its
own weight in water. You need to mix water crystals into
= your garden soil or potting mix. The plant draws water from
the crystals when the plant requires water.
Before using water crystals ensure you
apply Searles Penetraide® first - this is an
ideal way to drought proof your garden.

Searles Mulch Plus®

Searles Mulch Plus® is a unique combination
of a dark, attractive mulch plus Searles
5IN1° Organic Plant Food, Penetraide® and
added fertiliser. This means that you can
save water, improve the soil and fertilise as
well. Mulch around plants but not up
against the plant stem. Simply water in
and the mulch and fertiliser does the rest. Ry LIRS 7 I

Searles@ products ré available at your local garden centre

To find out your nearest centre call us on 07 5497 2022 or email us on searlehm@searle.com.au
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